UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE 

BEFORE THE SECRETARY OF AGRICULTURE 

Eire: ) Docket No. 14-0 C? c^v| 

) 

WILLIAM BRACKSTON LEE, El, an ) 

individual, doing business as LAUGHING ) 

VALLEY RANCH, ) 

) 

Respondent. ) COMPLAINT 

There is reason to believe that the respondent named herein has willfully violated the Animal 
Welfare Act, as amended (7 U.S.C. § 2131 et seq.)(the “Act” or “AW A”), and the regulations and 
standards issued thereunder (9 C.F.R. § L 1 et seq.)fthe “Regulations” and “Standards”), Therefore, 
the Administrator of the Animal and Plant Health Inspection Service (“APHIS”) issues this 
complaint alleging the following: 

JURISDICTIONAL ALLEGATIONS 

1. Respondent William Brackston Lee, HI, is an individual who does business as 
Laughing Valley Ranch, and whose mailing address is P.O. Box 1810, Idaho Springs, Colorado 
80452. At all times mentioned herein, respondent was an exhibitor, as that term is defined in the Act 
and the Regulations. Respondent has held an AWA license (number 84-C-0088) since 1970. 

2 . Respondent operates a zoo (as that term is defined in the Regulations), and exhibits 
wild and domestic animals on-site and at off-site locations. In 2009, respondent reported that he held 
79 animals, in 2010, respondent reported that he held 86 animals, in 201 1, respondent reported that 
he held 78 animals, and in 2012, respondent reported that he held 66 animals. The gravity of the 
violations herein is great, and includes repeated noncompliance with the access regulations, and 
failure to meet the minimum standards for veterinary care, housing, and husbandry. Respondent 
received an Official Warning notice in September 2007, for noncompliance with the housing, 
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cleaning and general facility Standards cited in October 2006, and August and September 2007. On 
March 13, 2013, respondent pled guilty to violating Colorado animal cruelty laws, with a two-year 
deferred judgment. People v. William Bracks ton Lee, Case No. 12M91 (Colo. Combined Cts., Clear 
Creek Cty.). Respondent Lee is the respondent in a pending AWA license termination proceeding. 
In re Lee , AWA Docket No. 13-0343 (stay order filed October 30, 2013). 

ALLEGED VIOLATIONS 

3. On or about June 9, 2009, respondent willfully violated the Regulations, 9 C.F.R. § 
2.100(a), by failing to meet the minimum Standards, as follows: 

a. The enclosure housing five dogs had buried chain link fencing that has 
exposed sharp edges protruding into the enclosure. 9 C.F.R. § 3.6(a)(2)(i). 

b. One Siberian Husky dog housed in a four-dog enclosure was tethered. 9 
C.F.R. § 3.6(c)(4). 

4. On or about December 11, 2009, respondent willfully violated the Regulations by 
failing to have a copy of required records available with respect to two reindeer transported from 
respondent’s home facility to Longmont, Colorado. 9 C.F.R. § 2.75(b)(3). 

5. On or about June 11, 2010, respondent willfully violated the Regulations by failing 
to make and maintain complete and accurate acquisition records with respect to eleven animals (two 
Siberian Husky mixed-breed dogs, one German Shepherd Dog, two lambs, three goats, one calf, and 
two rabbits). 9 C.F.R. § 2.75(a)(l)(dogs); 9 C.F.R. § 2.75(b)(l)(other animals). 

6 . On or about June 1 1 , 20 1 0, respondent willfully violated the Regulations by failing 
to have an attending veterinarian provide adequate veterinary care to his animals, and failing to 
establish and maintain programs of adequate veterinary care that included the use of appropriate 
methods to prevent inj ury and disease, and specifically, respondent failed to have the llamas ’ hooves 
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trimmed. 9 C.F.R. §§ 2.40(a), (b)(2). 

7. On or about June 1 1, 2010, respondent willfully violated the Regulations, 9 C.F.R. 
§ 2.100(a), by failing to meet the minimum Standards, as follows: 

a. Excreta and food debris had not been removed from an enclosure housing 
two Siberian Husky mixed-breed dogs for one week and had not been 
removed from an enclosure housing four dogs (one Siberian Husky, two 
Siberian Husky mixed-breed dogs, and one German Shepherd Dogs) for two 
days. 9 C.F.R.§ 3.11(a). 

b. Housing facilities for animals were not maintained in good repair to protect 
animals from injury (9 C.F.R. § 3.125(a)): 

i. The enclosure housing one alpaca, seven sheep and two goats had 
broken wires with sharp ends protruding into the enclosure. 

ii. The enclosure housing seven cattle had broken wires protruding from 
the water trough and fence. 

iii. The enclosure housing ten llamas had bent wires with sharp ends 
attached to the cattle panel entrance gate. 

iv. The cattle panel fencing between the enclosures housing llama and 
mules/horses was constructed in such a manner that a newborn llama 
cria was killed when it went under the panels into the adjacent 
enclosure housing horses and mules. 

8. On or about October 4, 2010, respondent willfully violated the Regulations by failing 
to have an attending veterinarian provide adequate veterinary care to his animals, and failing to 
establish and maintain programs of adequate veterinary care that included the use of appropriate 
methods to prevent injury and disease, and specifically, respondent failed to have the hooves of five 
goats and three cattle trimmed. 9 C.F.R. §§ 2.40(a), (b)(2). 

9. On or about October 4, 2010, respondent willfiilly violated the Regulations by failing 
to have an attending veterinarian provide adequate veterinary care to his animals, and failing to 
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establish and maintain programs of adequate veterinary care that included daily observation of all 
animals to assess their health and well-being, and a mechanism of communication with the attending 
veterinarian, and specifically, respondent failed to observe that a dog (Forest) was thin and had 
bilateral swelling of both upper cheeks. 9 C.F.R. §§ 2.40(a), (b)(3). 

1 0. On or about October 4, 20 1 0, respondent willfully violated the Regulations, 9 C.F.R. 
§ 2.100(a), by failing to meet the minimum Standards, as follows: 

a. Respondent failed to keep water receptacles for four dogs clean and s anitized, 
and the two water buckets in the southwest kennel were not clean, and the 
water contained in them was green. 9 C.F.R. § 3.10. 

b. Housing facilities for thirty-eight animals were not maintained in good repair 
to protect animals from injury (9 C.F.R. § 3. 125(a)): 

i. The enclosure housing twenty goats and ten sheep had bent and 
broken wires with sharp ends protruding into the enclosure. 

ii. The enclosure housing eight cattle had broken wires protruding into 
the enclosure near the water trough. 

c . Respondent failed to maintain an effective method to control insects, and the 
enclosure housing nine reindeer had an excessive amount of flies, and the 
APHIS. inspector observed flies crawling in the animals’ feed. 9 C.F.R. § 
3.131(d). 

11. On February 28, 2011, June 22, 2011, May 10, 2012, and September 5, 2012, 
respondent failed to have a responsible person available to accompany APHIS inspectors on an 
inspection of respondent’s facilities and animals, in willful violation of the Regulations. 9 C.F.R. § 
2.126. 


12. On or about May 28, 20 1 1 , at Georgetown, Colorado, respondent willfully violated 
the Regulations, 9 C.F.R. § 2.100(a), by failing to meet the minimum Standards, by tethering two 
dogs in lieu of housing them in a primary enclosure. 9 C.F.R. § 3.6(c)(4). 
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13. On or about May 31, 2011, respondent willfully violated the Regulations by failing 
to have an attending veterinarian provide adequate veterinary care to his animals, and failing to 
establish and maintain programs of adequate veterinary care that included the use of appropriate 
methods to prevent injury and disease, and specifically, respondent failed to have the hooves of three 
reindeer trimmed (and one of the reindeer was unable to walk normally), and failed to obtain 
veterinary care for two female reindeer that were in thin body condition. 9C.F.R. §§ 2.40(a), (b)(2). 

14. On or about June 28, 20 1 1 , respondents willfully violated the Regulations, 9 C.F.R. 
§ 2. 100(a), by failing to meet the minimum Standards, by housing twenty-nine animals (fifteen goats, 
eight sheep, five alpacas, and one llama) in enclosures that were not constructed and maintained in 
good repair to protect animals from injury in that they had bent and broken wires with sharp ends 
protruding into the enclosure, and fencing that did not adequately contain these animals, and 
specifically, a llama bom on June 25, 20 1 1 was found with an open wound due to injury apparently 
sustained either from being punctured by wire or from attack by another animal or animals. 9 C.F.R. 
§ 3.125(a). 

15. On or about August 9, 20 1 1 , respondent willfully violated the Regulations by failing 
to have an attending veterinarian provide adequate veterinary care to his animals, and failing to 
establish and maintain programs of adequate veterinary care that included the use of appropriate 
methods to prevent injury and disease, and specifically, respondent failed to have the hooves of a 
male alpaca trimmed. 9 C.F.R. §§ 2.40(a), (b)(2). 

16. On or about August 9, 20 1 1 , respondent willfully violated the Regulations, 9 C.F.R. 
§2.1 00(a), by failing to meet the minimum Standards, by tethering a Siberian Husky (Forest) in lieu 
of housing the dog in a primary enclosure. 9 C.F.R. § 3.6(c)(4). 
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17. .On or about August 9, 20 1 1, respondent willfully violated the Regulations, 9 C.F.R. 
§ 2.100(a), by failing to meet the minimum Standards, as follows: 

a. Respondent housed forty-nine animals (fifteen goats, nine sheep, six alpacas, 
two cattle, ten goats, and seven llamas) in enclosures that were not 
constructed and maintained in good repair to protect animals from injury in 
that they had bent and broken wires with sharp ends protruding into the 
enclosure or structurally unsound fencing. 9 C.F.R. § 3.125(a). 

b. Respondent housed an adult male llama outdoors with a donkey in an 
enclosure that provided inadequate shade to protect the animals from direct 
sunlight, and inadequate shelter from inclement weather. 9 C.F.R. §§ 
3.127(a), 3.127(b). 

18. On or about September 26, 201 1, January 5, 2012, April 5, 2012, and July 1 1, 2013, 
respondent willfully violated the Regulations by failing to have a copy of required records available 
for inspection. 9 C.F.R. §§ 2.75(b)(3), 2.126(a). 

19. On or about September 26, 2011, respondent willfully violated the Regulations, 9 
C.F.R. § 2.100(a), by failing to meet the minimum Standards, as follows: 

a. Respondent failed to provide sufficient potable water to three rabbits. 9 
C.F.R. § 3.55. 

b. Respondent housed thirty-two animals (eight goats, twelve sheep, five 
alpacas, and seven llamas) in enclosures that had bent and broken wires with 
sharp ends protruding into the enclosure. 9 C.F.R. § 3.125(a). 

c. Respondent housed fourteen animals (three sheep and eleven goats) in an 
enclosure that contained a shelter with a splintered board exposing fiberglass 
insulation material. 9 C.F.R. § 3.125(a). 

d. Respondent housed twenty-five animals (eight goats, twelve sheep, and five 
alpacas) in an enclosure that contained shelter structures in disrepair (having 
rusted side panels with shaip edges, aluminum siding with holes and sharp 
edges, and a metal material with bent sharp edges). 9 C.F.R. § 3.125(a). 

20. On or about January 5, 2012, respondent willfully violated the Regulations by failing 
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to have an attending veterinarian provide adequate veterinary care to his animals, and failing to 
establish and maintain programs of adequate veterinary care that included the use of appropriate 
methods to prevent injury and disease. Respondent failed to provide veterinary medical care to two 
reindeer with visible medical problems, specifically, a male reindeer (84SPY9535) exhibiting a 
hunched back and stiff gait, and a female reindeer (84SPY9578) that was observed to be lying down 
and unable to rise without assistance, had shallow, rapid breathing, that increased when she was 
standing, had a hunched posture, was stiff-legged with swollen caipal joints, and had mucous 
streaming from her nose. 9 C.F.R. §§ 2.40(a), (b)(2). 

21. On or about January 5, 20 1 2, respondent willfully violated the Regulations, 9 C.F.R. 
§ 2.100(a), by failing to meet the minimum Standards, as follows: 

a. Respondent housed twenty-five animals (eight goats, twelve sheep, and five 
alpacas) in an enclosure that had broken wires with sharp ends protruding 
into the enclosure. 9 C.F.R. § 3.125(a). 

b. Respondent housed fourteen animals (twelve goats and two sheep) in an 
enclosure that had broken wires with shaip ends protruding into the 
enclosure. 9 C.F.R. § 3.125(a). 

c. Respondent housed seven llamas in an enclosure that had bent and broken 
wires with sharp ends protruding into the enclosure. 9 C.F.R. § 3.125(a). 

d. Respondent failed to provide animals with accessible potable water. The 
only available water source for twenty-five animals (twelve sheep, eight 
goats, and five alpacas) was frozen solid and covered with excreta and soiled 
bedding, and the only available water source for twenty-one other animals 
(seven reindeer, twelve goats and two sheep) had excessive algae. 9 C.F.R. 
§ 3.130. 

22. On or about Januaiy 12, 2012, respondent willfully violated the Regulations, 9 C.F.R. 
§ 2.100(a), by failing to meet the minimum Standards, as follows: 

a. Respondent housed four animals (a llama, a B order Collie mixed-breed dog, 
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and two Great Pyrenees dogs) in an outdoor enclosure with exposed ground 
wire along one side of the enclosure. 9 C.F.R. § 3.1(a). 

b. Respondent housed two German Shepherd Dogs in an enclosure with 
inadequate shelter fiom the elements. The enclosure’s shelter structures 
lacked a wind and rain break at the entrance. 9 C.F.R. § 3.4(b)(3). 

c. Respondent housed seven dogs (two Great Pyrenees dogs, one Border Collie 
mixed-breed dog, two German Shepherd Dogs, and two Siberian 
Husky/Malamute dogs) in three outdoor enclosures with inadequate shelter 
from the elements. The three enclosures did not contain any bedding in the 
shelter structures, when the ambient temperature at the time of inspection was 
20° Fahrenheit, the wind was 15 m.p.k., and evening forecast was 8° 
Fahrenheit, with a wind chill forecasted to be as low as -7° Fahrenheit. 

d. Respondent housed two rabbits outside with inadequate shelter from cold 
weather, and specifically, the rabbits had a single nest box that could not 
accommodate both rabbits at the same time, and lacked any bedding. 9 
C.F.R. § 3.52(c). 

23 . On or about February 1 , 20 1 2, respondent failed to make, keep, and maintain correct 
and accurate records of the acquisition and disposition of animals, as required, in willful violation 
of the Regulations, and specifically, respondent had no records available to document the acquisition 
of one reindeer on August 10, 2011, and four reindeer on November 13, 2011; and respondent’s 
record of animals on hand represented that respondent had twenty-four goats, but only twenty-one 
goats were present. 9 C.F.R. § 2.75(b) 

24. On or about February 1, 20 12, respondent willfully violated the Regulations, 9 C.F.R. 
§ 2. 100(a), by failing to meet the minimum Standards, as follows: 

a. Respondent housed five dogs (two Great Pyrenees dogs, one Border Collie 
mixed-breed dog, and two Siberian Husky/Malamute dogs) in two outdoor 
enclosures with inadequate shelter from the elements. Two of the shelters in 
these enclosures lacked bedding, when the ambient temperature at the time 
of inspection was approximately 40° Fahrenheit. 9 C.F.R. § 3.4(b)(4). 

b. Respondent housed nineteen animals (four goats, ten sheep, and five alpacas) 
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in an enclosure that had a shelter structure with an exposed screw and barbed 
wire with sharp ends protruding into the enclosure. 9 C.F.R. § 3.125(a). 

c. Respondent housed fifteen goats in an enclosure that had a damaged fence, 
with broken wires with sharp ends protruding into the enclosure. 9 C.F.R. § 
3.125(a). 

25. On or about April 5, 2012, respondent willfully violated the Regulations by failing 
to have an attending veterinarian provide adequate veterinary care to his animals, and failing to 
establish and maintain programs of adequate veterinary care that included the use of appropriate 
methods to prevent injury and disease, and daily observation of all animals to assess their health and 
well-being, and a mechanism of communication with the attending veterinarian (9 C.F.R. § § 2.40(a), 
(b)(2), (b)(3)): 

a. Respondent failed to provide veterinary medical care to a female reindeer 
(84SPY9578) that was observed to be lying down and reluctant to rise, and 
had heavy, rapid breathing, a hunched posture, thin body condition, and a. 
tentative, slow gait. This animal was seized on April 5, 2012, by Clear Creek 
County Animal Control, and euthanized. 

b. Respondent failed to provide veterinary medical care to a female llama 
(Mama) that was observed to be extremely underweight. This animal was 
seized on April 5, 2012, by Clear Creek County Animal Control. 

c. Respondent failed to provide veterinary medical care to a dog (Forest) that 
was thin and had facial swelling on the right side of his cheek, had a thick, 
dark brown coating on his upper, right premolar, siurounded by swollen and 
reddened gums, and had no upper teeth in the left side of his mouth. 

d. Respondent failed to trim the hooves of four animals (two alpacas and two 
goats). 

26. On or about April 5, 2012, respondent willfully violated the Regulations, 9 C.F.R. 
§ 2. 100(a), by failing to meet the minimum Standards, as follows: 

a. Respondent housed two German Shepherd Dogs in an enclosure with 
inadequate shelter from the elements. One of the enclosure’s two shelter 
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structures lacked a wind and rain break at the entrance, and the other had an 
inadequate, broken wind and rain break. 9 C.F.R. § 3.4(b)(3). 

b. Respondent housed two Siberian Husky/Malamute dogs in an outdoor 
enclosure with inadequate shelter from the elements. One of the two shelters 
in this enclosure lacked any bedding and the other had a small amount of 
straw, when the nighttime temperatures were below 50° Fahrenheit. 9 C.F.R. 
§ 3.4(b)(4). 

c. Respondent housed seventeen animals (four goats, eight sheep, and five 
alpacas) in an enclosure that contained three shelter structures in disrepair 
(having rusted, bent, split, and buckled siding with sharp edges, bent metal 
siding exposing a metal screw and sharp edges, and bent metal siding 
exposing a sharp edge). 9 C.F.R. § 3.125(a). 

d. Respondent housed nine goats in an enclosure that had a wooden shelter 
structure with bent metal flashing with sharp ends protruding into the 
enclosure, and an exposed protruding nail head. 9 C.F.R. § 3.125(a). 

e. Respondent failed to provide animals with accessible potable water. The 
only available water source for seventeen animals (eight sheep, four goats, 
and five alpacas) was brown and had a layer of dirt in the bottom of the 
receptacle, and the only avai table water source for nine other animals (goats) 
had excessive algae and was contaminated with excreta. 9 C.F.R. § 3.130. 

f. Respondent failed to remove a broken wooden pallet from an enclosure 
housing seven llamas. 9 C.F.R. § 3.131(c). 

27. On or about May 17, 2012, respondent willfully violated the Regulations by failing 
to make and maintain accurate and complete acquisition records with respect to thirteen animals (one 
Great Pyrenees dog, one Pomeranian dog, one Chihuahua dog, two Scottish Highland cattle, one 
llama, five goats, and two sheep). 9 C.F.R. § 2.75(a)(l)(dogs); 9 C.F.R. § 2.75(b)(l)(other animals). 

28. On or about May 17, 2012, respondent willfully violated the Regulations, 9 C.F.R. 
§ 2.100(a), by failing to meet the minimum Standards, as follows: 

a. . Respondent housed two Siberian Husky/Malamute dogs in an outdoor 
enclosure with inadequate shelter from the elements. One of the two shelters 
in this enclosure lacked any bedding, when the nighttime temperatures were 
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below 50° Fahrenheit. 9 C.F.R. § 3.4(b)(4). 

b. Respondent housed three dogs (two Great Pyrenees dogs and one Australian 
Shepherd dog) and one llama in an outdoor enclosures with inadequate 
shelter from the elements. Two of the four shelters in this enclosure had 
inadequate bedding, when the nighttime temperatures were below 50° 
Fahrenheit. 9 C.F.R. §§ 3.4(b)(4); 3.127(b). 

c. Respondent housed a Gennan Shepherd mixed breed dog in an enclosure that 
had broken wires with sharp points near the bottom of the fencing. 9 C.F.R. 
§ 3.6(a)(2)(i). 

d. Respondent housed an Australian Shepherd dog, two Great Pyrenees dogs, 
and a llama in an enclosure that had exposed chain-link ground wire with 
sharp points protruding into the enclosure. 9 C.F.R. §§ 3.6(a)(2)(i)(dogs), 
3.125(a)(llama). 

e. Respondent housed two Flemish Giant rabbits in enclosures that had an 
excessive accumulation of excreta, hair, and debris. 9 C.F.R § 3.56(a)(3). 

29. On or about June 1 , 20 1 2, respondent willlully violated the Regulations by failing to 
have an attending veterinarian provide adequate veterinary care to his animals, and failing to 
establish and maintain programs of adequate veterinary care that included the use of appropriate 
methods to prevent injury and disease, and daily observation of all animals to assess their health and 
well-being, and a mechanism of communication with the attending veterinarian (9 C.F.R. § § 2.40(a), 
(b)(2), (b)(3)): 

a. Respondent failed to provide veterinary medical care to a juvenile reindeer 
(84SPY9561) that was observed to have thick, yellow discharge from its left 
nostril. 

b. Respondent failed to provide veterinary medical care to a goat (Oscar) that 
was thin, limping, and had a swollen area and was non-weight-bearing on his 
right hind limb. Respondent reported that Oscar had been injured four days 
earlier, but respondent did not contact his attending veterinarian. This animal 
was seized on June 1, 2012, by Clear Creek County Animal Control. • 

c. Respondent failed to provide veterinary medical care to a Siberian 
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Husky/Alaskan Malamute dog (Forest) that was limping on his left hind limb, 
had difficulty ambulating, whose foot was painful when touched, bruised and 
swollen, had an opening in the skin that was reddened and had a red-yellow 
discharge. This animal was seized on June 1, 2012, by Clear Creek County 
Animal Control. 

d. Respondent failed to provide veterinary medical care to two female reindeer 
in visibly thin body condition. One of the reindeer had delivered a calf in 

• early April and had complications thereafter, but had not been seen by a 
veterinarian. 

e. Respondent failed to provide veterinary medical care to two llamas, both of 
which had swelling on the right side of their faces near the jaw. 

f. Respondent failed to provide veterinary medical care to at least three 
Shetland sheep ewes that were in visibly thin body condition. 

30. On or about June 1,2012, respondent willfully violated the Regulations, 9 C.F.R. § 

2.100(a), by failing to meet the minimum Standards, as follows: 

a. Respondent housed an Australian Shepherd dog, two Great Pyrenees dogs, 
and a llama in an enclosure that had exposed chain-link ground wire with 
sharp points protruding into the enclosure. 9 C.F.R. §§ 3.6(a)(2)(i)(dogs), 
3.125(a)(llama). 

b. Respondent housed a German Shepherd mixed breed dog in an enclosure that 
had broken wires with sharp points near the bottom of the fencing. 9 C.F.R. 
§ 3.6(a)(2)®. 

c . Respondent housed ten goats in an enclosure that loose and broken boards on 
the ground. 9 C.F.R. § 3.125(a). 

d. Respondent failed to provide four animals (a goat (Oscar) and at least three 
Shetland sheep ewes), with food that was of sufficient quantity and nutritive 
value. 9 C.F.R. § 3.129(a). • 

e. Respondent failed to keep food receptacles for thirty-eight animals (eleven 
reindeer, twelve goats, ten sheep, and five alpacas) clean and sanitary. 

f. Respondent failed to employ a sufficient number of adequately-trained 
employees. 9 C.F.R. § 3.132. 
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31. On or about February 7, 2013, respondentwillfully violated the Regulations, 9 C.F.R. 
§ 2. 100(a), by failing to meet the minimum Standards, as follows: 

a. Respondent housed ten animals (six llamas and four alpacas) in an enclosure 
that had broken wires and sharp points along the fencing, and a shelter 
structure with loose barbed wire protruding into the enclosure. 9 C.F.R. § 
3.125(a). 

b. Respondent housed two reindeer in an enclosure with sharp wires protruding 
from the fencing. 9 C.F.R. § 3.125(a). 

c. Respondent housed two sheep in an outdoor enclosure with inadequate 
shelter from the elements. Three shelters in this enclosure offered 
inadequate space. 9 C.F.R. § 3.127(b). 

d. ' Respondent failed to employ a sufficient number of adequately-trained 

employees. 9 C.F.R. § 3.132. 

32. On May 1 5, 20 1 3, respondent willfully violated the Act and the Regulations by failing 
to allow APHIS officials access to his facilities, animals, and records to conduct an inspection. 7 
U.S.C. § 2146(a); 9 C.F.R. § 2.126. 

33. On or about July 3 , 20 1 3, respondent willfully violated the Regulations by failing to 
have an attending veterinarian provide adequate veterinary care to his animals, and failing to 
establish and maintain programs of adequate veterinary care that included the use of appropriate 
methods to prevent injury and disease, and daily observation of all animals to assess their health and 
well-being, and a mechanism of communication with the attending veterinarian (9 C.F.R. §§ 2.40(a), 
(b)(2), (b)(3)): 

a. Respondent failed to provide veterinary medical care to a female reindeer 
(#1 1) that was observed to be limping on her right front leg, and holding the 
leg up while at rest, and had not been seen by respondent’s attending 
veterinarian. 

b. Respondent failed to provide veterinary medical care to a heavily wooled 
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female Angora. goat that had not been sheared. The goat was observed to 
have a thick layer of wool, some of which was dragging on the ground and 
interfering with her ability to walk, and she was scratching along the fence 
line to loosen the wool from her body. 

34. On July 3,2013, respondent willfully violated the Act and the Regulations by failing 
to allow APHIS officials access to his facilities (respondent’s personal residence), where respondent 
housed two dogs used for exhibition (a Siberian Husky mixed-breed and a Gemian Shepherd Dog 
mixed-breed). Respondent refused to permit access for inspection of the two dogs. 7 U.S.C. § 
2146(a); 9 C.F.R. § 2.126. 

35. On or about July 3, 2013, respondent willfully violated the Regulations, 9 C.F.R. § 
2.100(a), by failing to meet the minimum Standards, as follows: 

a. Respondent housed nine animals (three Scottish Highland cattle, two goats, 
three sheep and one llama) in enclosures that had structurally unsound 
fencing that posed a risk of injury to the animals contained therein. 9 C.F.R. 
§ 3.125(a). 

b. Respondent housed three Scottish Highland cattle in an outdoor enclosure 
with inadequate shelter from the elements. The single shelter in this 
enclosure offered inadequate space for all three animals. 9 C.F.R. § 3. 127(b). 

c. Respondent housed fifteen animals (two goats, three sheep, six llamas, and 
four alpacas) in two enclosures that had an excessive accumulation of 
excreta. 9 C.F.R. § 3.131(c). 

d. Respondent failed to maintain an effective method to control insects, and 
three enclosures housing twenty-four animals (seven llamas, eight reindeer, 
four alpacas, two goats, and three sheep) had an excessive amount of flies, 
and the APHIS inspector observed flies swarming around the animals’ water 
troughs. 9 C.F.R. § 3.131(d). 

e. Respondent failed to employ a sufficient number of adequately-trained 
employees. 9 C.F.R. § 3.132. 

36. On or about July 1 1 , 20 1 3 , respondent willfully violated the Regulations by failing 
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to have an attending veterinarian provide adequate veterinary care to his animals, and failing to 
establish and maintain programs of adequate veterinary care that included the use of appropriate 
methods to prevent injury and disease, and daily observation of all animals to assess their health and 
well-being, and a mechanism of communication with the attending veterinarian (9 C.F.R. §§ 2.40(a), 
(b)(2), (b)(3)): 

a. Respondent failed to provide veterinary medical care to a female reindeer 
(#1 1) that was observed to be limping on her right front leg, and holding the 
leg up while at rest, and had not been seen by respondent’s attending 
veterinarian. 

b. Respondent failed to provide veterinary medical care to a heavily wooled 
female Angora goat that had not been sheared. The goat was observed to 
have a thick layer of wool, some of which was dragging on the ground and 
interfering with her ability to walk, and she was scratching along the fence 
line to loosen the wool from her body. 

37. On or about July 1 1, 2013, respondent willfully violated the Regulations, 9 C.F.R. 
§ 2.100(a), by failing to meet the minimum Standards, as follows: 

a. Respondent housed three Scottish Highland cattle in an outdoor enclosure 
with inadequate shelter from the elements. The single shelter in this 
enclosure offered inadequate space for all three animals. 9 C.F.R. § 3 . 1 27(b). 

b. Respondent housed ten animals (six llamas, and four alpacas) in an enclosure 
that had an excessive accumulation of excreta. 9 C.F.R. § 3.13 1(c). 

c. Respondent failed to maintain an effective method to control insects, and two 
enclosures housing eighteen animals (six llamas, eight reindeer, and four 
alpacas) had an excessive amount of flies, and the APHIS inspector observed 
flies swarming around the animals’ water troughs. 9 C.F.R. § 3.131(d). 

d. Respondent failed to employ a sufficient number of adequately-trained 
employees. 9 C.F.R. § 3.132. 

WHEREFORE, it is hereby ordered that for the purpose of determining whether the 
respondents have in fact willfully violated the Act and the Regulations issued under the Act, this 
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complaint shall be served upon the respondent. The respondent shall file an answer with the Hearing 
Clerk, United States Department of Agriculture, Washington, D.C. 20250-9200, in accordance with 
the Rules of Practice governing proceedings under the Act (7 C.F.R. § 1.130 etscq.). Failure to file 
an answer shall constitute an admission of all the material allegations of this complaint. 

The Animal and Plant Health Inspection Service requests that unless the respondent fails to 

file an answer within the time allowed therefor, or files an answer admitting all the material 

allegations of this complaint, this proceeding be set for oral hearing in conformity with the Rules of 

Practice governing proceedings under the Act; and that such order or orders be issued as are 

authorized by the Act and warranted under the circumstances. 

Done at Washington, D.C. 
this 5"^ day of . 2013 


Administrator 

Animal and Plant Health Inspection Service 

COLLEEN A. CARROLL 
Attorney for Complainant 
Office of the General Counsel 
United States Department of Agriculture 
1400 Independence Avenue, S.W. 

Room 2343 South Building 
Washington, D.C. 20250-1400 
Telephone (202) 720-6430; 202-690-4299 (Fax) 
e-mail: colleen.carroll@ogc.usda.gov 



